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Photo cries out 
In the humble opinion of the Informer's 
editor, this is a picture that is just 
crying out for a caption. Rather than 
taking on this tremendous responsibility 
myself, I have decided to open the floor 
to suggestions. Caption, anyone? We will 
print all printable suggestions next week; 
protection from the wrath of Pat Biggins 
is not guaranteed. The facts about this 
photo, incidentally, are that it was shot 
this summer when the Library was in the 
process of moving the periodicals section. 
It was, as you can readily see, a large 
and cumbersome project. 
IMPORTANT! 
Since there is now a security system 
operating in the Library, all faculty, 
staff and students are reminded that they 
must pick up their ID cards from the 
Registrar's office in order to be able to 
borrow material. 
August 28, · 1986 Volume VIII No. 19 
er 
Art students head for Ottawa 
Capilano College Art students .have made an 
excellent showing in the Association of 
Canadian Community Colleges' Art 
competition which started this spring. A 
juried exhibit was held here at the college 
in early April and 25 works were selected 
to go on to a provincial juried showofl50 
pieces from eight local colleges. Of the 
30 works selected at that show to continue 
on to the final national exhibition in 
Ottawa, nine are from Capilano. The 
students and their pieces are: 
Jillan Valpy, 11 Silk Woven Stole" 
Britt Van Dyk, 11 T.V. Series" (2 pieces) 
Michael Smart, 11 Quiz 11 
Ayad Al-Sinawi, 11 Flood 11 
· Joan Smith, 11 Delta 11 
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Margaret Witzsche, "Possible Greenhouse 
Effect" and "Fish Dreaming of Stars Three" 
Charles van Sandwyk, "Neighbourly Birds" 
Valpy is a Crafts student and Van Sandwyk 
is in Commercial Art; the rest are Studio 
Art students . 
The Ottawa show, consisting of 150 works 
from six regions will be held at the 
Ottawa Congress Centre from October 11-13. 
All the artists involved will receive free 
air fare and accommodation in Ottawa where 
they will participate in three days of art 
workshops, seminars and demonstrations by 
Canadian artists. Five national winners 
will be chosen and awarded a $5,000 
scholarship each. This is the first time 
that ACCC has held such an event and if it 
proves successful they may try to hold it 
on a regular basis. 
We wish all our students the best of luck. 
No parking on hill 
People who are in the habit of parking on 
the road on the east side of H building: 
Beware! The No Parking signs go up next 
week and should ·you blearily steer your 
car in there some morning you may be in 
for an unpleasant surprise in the form of 
a tow truck. Parking has been prohibited 
on the hi 11 for a variety of safety reaso1ns 
among which is a problem with exhaust 
fumes being sucked into the ventilating 
system of H building. 
Locked out 
The college will be closed and locked on 
three holidays this fall--Labour Day, 
Thanksgiving, and Remembrance Day. If you 
are desperate to get in, make arrangements 
ahead of time with Ken Hughes. 
Bookstore fall hours 
During the first month of classes the 
Bookstore will be open from 9:30 am to 
7: 30 pm Monday to Thursday, and 9: 30 to 
4 on Fridays. Starting October 6 they will 
be open from 9:30 am to 3:30 on weekdays 
with the exception of Thursdays when they 
will stay open until 7:30. 
Lynch to leave Capilano 
Associate Dean of Career/~ocational 
Studies, Nancy Lynch, will be leaving 
Capilano College on October 31 for a new 
job on the prairies. Lynch, who has been 
at Capilano since 1977, is heading to 
Prince Albert, Saskatchewan to become the 
Assistant Principal of the new Northern 
Technical Institute. The new institution, 
which is starting up this fall, will offer 
vocational and trades programs, and also 
courses in Business Management, Office 
Administration, Early Childhood Education, 
and Graphic Arts. Lynch will be in charge 
of the programs, and is particularly 
excited about the fact that they will be 
using computer managed learning in all of 
them-a pilot project for Saskatchewan. 
Capilano will be sorry to lose Nancy Lynch 
to 'Diefenbaker country', but we know that 
she will enjoy the cha 11 enges of her new 
job. 
The Doctor is in 
Health Services is back and ready to help 
people with their health inquiries and 
problems. They are open from 8:30 am to 
4:15 pm every day (8:30 to 1 on alternate 
Fridays) for allergy shotst blood pressure 
monitoring, weight and nutrition 
counselling, etc. etc . etc. Dr. Jensen 
will be on campus Tuesdays and Thursdays 
starting September 4. Drop in and visit or 
call 2964 for an appointment. 
Gymnasium project progressing 
With roughly two thirds of the necessary 
funds already pledged, plans for the new 
gymnasium are proceeding apace. The 
District of North Vancouver will contribute 
$400,000, and the Provincial government is 
putting in $800,000, plus $400,000 from 
the lottery fund. The Student Society, 
through the Recreational Facility Levy, 
will also be contributing a substantial 
sum . With these promises in hand, the 
College will be launching a major fund 
raising campaign in the community, and in 
the meantime the architects have started 
work on the preliminary drawings. If all 
goes smoothly, the gymnasium may be a 
reality sometime in 1987. 
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Japanese students take English, study Canadian culture 
Once again this August, Capilano College 
welcomed a class of exchange students from 
Aichi Gakusen College in Okazaki City, 
Japan. 31 women students and two 
instructors, Professor Eiji Ikeda and 
Professor Eiichi Yamashita arrived July 26 
for three weeks of English language 
classes and general cultural immersion. 
The coordinator of the program was Marlene 
Fry, instructors were Ramon Kubicek and 
Joan Acosta, and the monitors were Liam 
Kearns, Margaret Manifold and Kara 
Middleton White (yes, she married Brian in 
August). The Japanese students stayed with 
host families in North Vancouver and North 
Burnaby, and all received three day passes 
to Expo. 
In the photo above: 
In the foreground of this photo monitor 
Kara Middleton is helping students (left 
to right) Masami, Mari, Nobuko and Kimiyo 
in an afternoon pottery workshop. In the 
background Shihoh, Mika and Yumiko are 
involved inthe same project. Right: 
another view of Mika, Yumiko and Shihoh 
working on their clay. 
Among the activities that they took part 
in during their stay were a walking tour 
of downtown, visits to UBC, Capilano 
Canyon, the Aquarium, and Grouse Mountain, 
and an overnight trip to Victoria. Classes 
were held on weekday mornings, with some 
afternoon workshops as well. The closing 
ceremonies, complete with Japanese buffet, 
were held on Friday, August 15, and all of 
the students left on the 16th. 
Two of our students will be leaving soon 
for Japan-more on that next week. 
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Academic students make their mark at SFU 
A former Capilano student made a superb 
showing when all the marks were in at SFU 
this spring. Diana Dorey, who graduated 
from Windsor and spent two years taking 
Social Sciences courses here before 
transfering to SFU, was the winner of the 
Commonwealth scholarship which will take 
her to Cambridge this fall. Ironically, 
Dorey went to Cap because her GPA wasn 1 t 
good enough to go straight to SFU-when 
she graduated with her BA in Criminology 
her cumulative GPA was 4.08 and her final 
semester GPA was 4.33. 
Cap participates in SC development 
Capilano College has been maintaining_a 
high profile on the Sunshine -Coast through 
our participation in the Economic 
Development Commission and the Tourism 
Task Force. Bruce Mosely, Business 
Management instructor, was Acting Chairman 
of the regional Economic Development 
Commission meeting in August. Also on the 
commission are Gibsons and Sechelt 
aldermen, representatives of both the 
Gibsons and Sechelt Chambers of Commerce 
and a representative of the Joint Council 
of Trade Unions. According to the Coast 
News report, 11 the primary pre-occu pati,on 
of the regional EDC remains the Conmunity 
Futures program of theFederal Government . 
The program calls for the setting up of an 
independent corporation which will provide 
risk capital for local ventures which have 
been approved for ·support. 11 
Outdoor Recreation instructor Brian White 
has been very active in the Tourism Task 
Force which also met in August in Sechelt. 
About 30 people attended the meeting and 
struck working committees on Marketing, 
Funding, Area Resources, Community 
Relations and Government Relations. Among 
the people on the task force are 
representatives from local businesses, 
the Sunshine Coast Tourism Association, 
the Chambers of Commerce, and local motels 
and hotels. White has been named to the 
three person coordinating committee. The 
• task force will be working on developing a 
comprehensive tourism plan for the 
Sunshine Coast. 
Also featured in SFU Week this summer was 
Sarah Carroll, a single parent who started 
her studies here and then transfered to 
SFU to complete her BA in 1980. During the 
day she works in the loans department of 
the SFU library, and by night she is 
now Chairman of the Burnaby School Board, 
having been on the Board since 1983. She 
has also been on the executive of AUCE 
(the Association of University and College 
·Employees) at SFU. 
Art exhibit transformed cafe 
"The cafeteria will never be the same 
after this, 11 commented Spanish instructor 
Conchita Furstenwald. 11 This 11 was the 
North Shore Clay, Fibre and Native Arts -
Expo 86 exhibition that was held in the 
west section of the North Cafeteria from 
Augsut 1 to 20. Over 500 visitors came to 
the exhibit, which was beautifully and 
professionally mounted in what many had 
hitherto thought of as a dull and utilitarian 
room . 11 We received many comments about how 
wonderful the cafeteria looked," said 
Furstenwald, although in large part the 
improvement was due to the impressive and 
very professional display of work by local 
artists. Among those involved were ceramic 
artists Judy Cranmer, Barbara Barron, Ron 
Tribe and Peter Baker; fibre artists Susan 
Lopateki and Cathy Robertson; and textile 
artist Mary Frame. Names familiar to Cap 
Collegites include instructors Donna 
Mclaren, Rose Naumann and Bob Kingsmill 
and Mary Bentley (wife of Ted Bentley). 
Conchita Furstenwald was the coordinator 
of the event and had a great deal of praise 
for all the departments that helped out 
with the project. "It was a super success 
and everybody was very supportive and very 
helpful , 11 she said. In particular the 
Typing Pool,whQ did all the correspondence 
related to the project, and the Maintenance 
department, who helped with mounting, 
dismounting and maintaining the display, 
"did a great job. 11 For those who saw the 
display and would like a souvenir, or for 
those who missed it and would like to see 
what it was all about, there are still 
catalogues of the show left at $2.50, and 
Conchita would appreciate the financial 
help. Colour photos of all the works are 
also available for $1 each. 
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Squamish: Open House cooks along 
Despite "blistering heat", the Open House 
at Squamish last week was considered a 
definite success. Close to 100 people 
showed up during this year 1 s shorter 
hours of 3:30 to 7:30, and the event 
received excellent coverage by Mountain FM 
radio who were on location at the Open 
House. Among the Lynnmour types in 
attendance were Janet Morris, Nancy Lynch, 
Patty Groves, Louise Cantin Orr-Ewing, 
Ruth D'Hollander, Graham Forst, Carolyn 
Price, John Wilson, Paul Casselman, Dave 
Jones, Louise Krohn and our Board Chairman 
Hilda Rizun. Diane Staples of Sechelt was 
in attendance at the Squamish event in a 
sort of exchange program with the other 
satellite-Bev Hill from Squamish went to 
Sechelt's Open House. 
The Squamish Open House was followed at 
7:30 by a champagne and cake reception 
for Janet Morris as a thank-you for her 
work in Instructional Services. With the 
reorganization this summer, she is now in 
the Career/Vocational Division. Actually, 
she will be doing just about the same job 
as before, but thank yous are always in 
order. (And so are excuses for champagne.) 
Sechelt: . Open House quiet 
"I was quite surprised, 11 is April 
Struthers' comment about the Sechelt Open 
House which was held last week. 
Unfortunately, what she was .surprised 
about was the fact that only about 65 
locals showed up for the event, ·down from 
250-300 last year. 11 It 1 s been growing in 
attendance every year up to now, so I 
really can't explain it," said Struthers, 
suggesting that perhaps Capilano College 
was not much of a draw against hot weather 
and Expo. 11 0n the positive side, most of 
the visitors were new faces-people who 
hadn't been to the college before, 11 she 
pointed out. 
Attendance from Lynnmour, however, was 
very good. Among those who made the 
pilgrimage by B.C. Ferry were Patty Groves, 
Bev Harnett, Janet Morris, Louise Krohn, 
Brenda Soeder, Mieneke Mees, Mark 
Battersby, Karen Waugh, Pat Pope, Carolyn 
Price, Ruth D'Hollander, Paul Casselman, 
Bob Bagshaw, and last but certainly not 
least, our Board Chairman Hilda Rizun. 
Aquaculture students finish 
(This article is reprinted verbatim from 
the Coast News, August 18/86.) 
Twenty students completed the first three-
week course sponsored by the Sunshine 
Coast Aquaculture Resource Centre at 
Capilano College last Friday. Unfortunately, 
only four of those students were from the 
Sunshine Coast. 
After trying everything possible to 
interest local people, advertising was 
done in the Vancouver papers at the last 
minute in order to fill the course, 
according to Steve Marsh of the Resource 
Centre. 
The course was designed to provide 
training for people interested in the 
aquaculture industry with an emphasis on 
salmon culture, although oysters, 
shellfish and kelp were also covered. 
The Aquaculture Resource Centre was set up 
last December at Capilano College in 
Sechel t to provide an information source 
for fish farmers. As new research is done 
on various aspects of the industry, the 
results are made available through the 
Centre. 
The office also acts as a referral centre, 
and Marsh is optimistic about employment 
potential within the industry. 
11 This year there are about 36 farms with 
fish in the water, 11 he says. 11 For next 
year there are already orders in from 
approximately 80 farms for 29 million 
eggs. 11 Most of these farms are located at 
the north end of Vancouver Island, Prince 
Rupert and on the Sunshine Coast. 
Graduates from the course will be 
monitored as they search for employment 
and their success or failure will be a 
deciding factor on the timing of the next 
course. Marsh has no intention of flooding 
the industry with workers until jobs are 
available. 
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Again the French students 
In spite of difficulties finding host 
families due to the influx of Expo friends 
and relatives, and in spite of problems 
finding flights into Vancouver that weren I t 
completely booked, the English Language 
immersion program for French students got 
off the ground once again this summer. 47 
students from Quebec and one from New 
Brunswick spent six weeks at Capilano 
working on their English skills under the 
tutelege of Joan Acosta, Ramon Kubicek and 
Crystal Hurdle. (Several students, in fact , 
came to Cap via cross-country bus!) Our 
language monitors were Liam Kearns, Kara 
Middleton, Alicia Stewart and Jeff 
Schermbrucker (yes, he's related-how many 
Schermbruckers do you think are around?), 
and activities i ncluded a weekend trip to 
Long Beach . 
Oberndorf in SE Asia 
One familiar face is missing from the 
halls of the Business Management department 
this fall. Al Oberndorf, who graced the 
cover of the Informer last fall in a photo 
taken on the Great Wall of China, left in 
July for Southeast Asia on three separate 
projects. The first two projects, a needs 
assessment for training of entrepreneurs 
for CIDA, and CANASEAN, a business 
training program, took him to Hong Kong, 
Bangkok, Kuala Lumpur, Singapore, Manilla, 
Brunei and Djakarta. After three months 
in Southeast Asia he is then headed to 
China to teach again at the Canada/China 
Enterprise Management Training Centre in 
Shengdu. He will be there all fall, 
returning to Cap in time for the Spring 
semester. 
Eldehostel gets top marks 
Residents of the Sunshine Coast came 
through this summer for the Elderhostel 
program, with what Sechelt coordinator 
Apr i 1 Struthers described as II extraordinary 
participation . " The Elderhostel program 
offers general interest courses for seniors 
all across North America each summer, and 
this was the first time that Capi lano has 
participated. 58 students the fi rst week 
and 53 the second week, some from as far 
away as Virginia, stayedwith families in 
the Sechelt area and took courses in 
CONTINUED ... 
Gallagher appointed to Order 
Former Capilano College Principal Paul 
Gallagher made news this summer when he 
was one of 70 Canadians appointed to the 
Order of Canada on July 1. Gallagher, who 
is now President of Vancouver Community 
College, received the honour for his 
devotion to improving Canadian education 
and his many activities in such 
organizations as the ACCC and the Canadian 
Studies Foundation. He will be going to 
Ottawa for the investiture at Rideau Hall 
in November. 
Computer students are first in Canada 
Al Oberndorf's globe trotting 
notwithstanding, the biggest news in the 
Business Management department this summer 
was the graduating class of Computer 
Systems Management students who won a 
national computer competition. The 
competition, sponsored by the Data 
Processing Management Association was open 
to all colleges in Canada, and was won by 
19 of our students with BOS, the Bookstore 
Organizing System. This on-line system 
which provides complete management 
reports and forecasting features for our 
Bookstore was written using a 4GL 
programming language. The adjudicators of 
the contest, who were from the Ottawa 
Carleton Research Institute, felt that the 
"superb documentation won . the award for 
Cap College. 11 
Program coordinator Richard Longworth was 
understandably thrilled by the win, as 
were the students: Michael Boitson, 
Garth Chorney, Stewart Debalinhard, Paul 
Hodson, Blair Jamieson, Jane Justice, 
Geoffrey Kenny, Leonard Lee, Peter 
Lovegrove, Tracy Mackenzie, Susanne 
MacPherson, Simon Matthews, Bruce 
McClacherty, Rohit Pala, Ann Stones, 
Anthony Sukkel, Robert Thurston, Ian 
Watson and Hollis Ruth Whittleton. 
For winning the competition, the DPMA and 
a number of business organizations covered 
the expenses for a student representation 
to present the software at the national 
conference in Ottawa June 16-18. At the 
conference there was an exhibit booth for 
Capilano to demonstrate the on-line 
features of the system. Finally, there was 
also a cash prize attached to the win. 
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Elderhostel cont. 
Marine Invertebrates, Aquaculture, and 
Canadian Drama. The courses and especially 
the instructors received rave reviews from 
our students, and participants al so enjoyed 
a wide variety of social events hosted by 
the local community. Instructors who were 
raved about were Reid Gilbert, Malcolm 
Fitz-Earle, Vicki Troup, Gordon Wilson, 
Brett McGillivray, Mark Battersby, Sheila 
Urbanek and Jan DeBruyn. 
Adult illiteracy to be spotlighted 
According to Project Literacy B.C., there 
are nearly half a million people in this 
province who lack the basic skills of 
reading and writing that would allow them 
to participate fully in their communities. 
Dedicated to changing this situation, 
Project Literacy B.C. is a task force of 
community groups, educational institutions 
and concerned individuals. Here at Cap, 
members of the task force are Pat Hodgson, 
Nancy Lynch and Ruth D'Hollander. 
The subject of adult literacy is due to 
get a good deal of publicity this fall as 
two US networks, PBS and ABC, are giving 
heavy coverage to the issue in news, 
informational and dramatic programming. 
Among the shows coming up are: 
"At a Loss for Words: Illiterate in 
America", ABC, September 3, 10 pm 
"I'm Not Stupid, I Just Can't Read 11 , KCTS, 
September 17 at 7:30 followed by "A Chance 
to Learn~ PBS national documentary 
"This Week with David Brinkley", ABC, 
September 7, segment on illiteracy 
"ABC World News Tonight", September 8-12, 
multi-part report on illiteracy. 
If you are interested in ;this issue and 
its impact close to home, contact one of 
Cap College's Project Literacy members or 
write Project Literacy B.C., 11091 - 72nd 
Avenue, Delta, V4E 1Y4. 
Ocean symposium upcoming 
11 Sea the Future-Perspectives in Ocean 
Technology" is an international symposium 
which will be happening at Expo and the 
Hyatt Regency Hotel from September 12 to 
14. Among the events at the symposium, 
which is designed to bring together the 
expertise of academia, industry, government, 
business and finance, will be a public 
presentation on the discovery of the wreck 
of the Titanic featuring leaders of the 
expedition and the last remaining survivor 
of the Titanic, world premier footage of 
deep ocean sharks, slides taken of the 
oceans from the NASA space shuttle, and a 
session on the future of ocean technology. 
For more information contact Sea the 
Future at 688-9122, or drop in to 
Information Services to check out the 
information package that we received in 
the mail. 
Ed courses on TV 
UBC is running three Education courses 
this fall on the Knowledge Network. The 
three are 11 Effective Classroom Management 11 
(CNPS 426), "Computers in Education" (CSED 
400), and "Education of Young Children 11 
(EDYC 438). These are credit courses-for 
more information contact the Faculty of 
Education Field Development Office at 
228-2013. 
Neighbourhoods to be studied 
The Burnaby Community Schools will be 
hosting the annual conference for the 
Association of Community Schools in B.C. 
at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in November. 
The theme this year is "Neighbourhoods: 
The Human Connection of the Future", and 
the conference planners say that "it 
promises to be an exciting focal point for 
people involved in a wide range of 
professions-community developers, 
educators, social workers, recreators, 
social planners-and all those who play a 
role in the life and design of today's 
neighbourhoods." The event will take place 
from November 13-15; for more information 
contact Mary Prothro, Stoney Creek 
Community School, 421-2525. 
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14 Years Ago... the third Cap graduation 
JUNE 5, 1972 
"Tuesday night was our 3rd annual 
graduation. This year 31 students received 
College diplomas or certificates. We also 
awarded our first honourary diploma. Dean 
Brooks who is retiring soon was the 
surprised recipien t of a College diploma 
Honoris Causa . In a citation read by 
Council Chairman Wa l lace, Dean Brooks was 
lauded for his si x years of outstanding 
service to the College. The citation read 
in part: 
'In 1966 Leslie Brooks helped create and 
implement the vision of Capilano College 
as Secretary of the North Shore Regional 
College Coordinating Committee. From the 
inception of Capilano College in 1968, to 
t he present , as Dean of Instruction, Leslie 
Brooks exercised maximum responsibility in 
the creation, staffing and program 
implementation of wide-ranging programs of 
instruction; sensitive and energetic in 
determining educational needs, relentless 
in the maintenance of high standards, he 
won the highest degree of respect from all 
members of t~e College community.'" 
July 31, 1972 
NEW FACES AT CAP 
Among the six new full-time faculty 
joining the college was David Jones, new 
Advisor in Student Services. Listed under 
"Old Faces Returning or Joining Full-Time 
Ranks" were Crawford Kilian, Karl 
Kobylansky, Greg Lees (Physics), Karen Lind, 
and Brian White. 
JONES JOINS UP 
"Mr. David A. Jones has joined the College 
as a faculty member and Advisor in the 
Student Services Centre. Mr. Jones' major 
area of responsibility and specialization 
will be to administer the comprehensive 
college testing program and to operate 
specifically in the area of mental health 
problems that are referred to him from the 
student body by faculty and students. Mr. 
Jones brings a good background to this 
position. He has an M.A. and a B.A . in 
Psychology from the University of 
Dalhousie. For the last four years he was 
a psychologist for the North Shore Union 
Board of Health and previous to that spent 
nearly three years as a psychological 
assistant with the North York Board of 
Education in Downsview, Ontario." 
SCHERMBRUCKER LEAVES 
Described as "our founding faculty member, 
and busy (ex) chairman of the College 
Forum", Bill was entering into a one year 
exchange with faculty members at Genesee 
Community College in Batavia, New York. 
"As far as we know this is the first formal 
faculty exchange between a B.C. and a U.S. 
commun i ty college. It was initiated by the 
two college principals who met recently at 
a convention. Bill's exchange replacement 
i s Nicholas Goergen who will join our 
English faculty to teach English 200 and 
Communications . Nicholas brings with him 
his wife Laurie and two children. We wish 
Bill all the best with his new life style 
and surroundings in New York and will look 
forward to welcoming him back into the new 
Lynnmour facilities in August next year." 
NEW CAMPUS TO BE BUILT 
"The estimated date of completion of new 
construction (on the College's Lynnmour 
site) is now projected to April which means 
that we definitely will not be moving to 
Lynnmour in the Spring Term and that our 
present portable units will not be moved 
over there unti 1 May. Natura 11 y it is hoped 
and assumed that everything will be ready 
for Fall term 1973. It is hoped that we 
will begin work on the land sometime this 
September." 
COLOPHON 
The Informer is published sporadically, 
but wi th high hopes of weekliness, by 
Information Services, All8 or local 
2002. Submissions are more than 
welcome . Photos are generally the work 
of Dave Sharrock and Edna Sakata in 
MPC, printing is done by Li nda Givens 
and Dave Callow in the Print Shop, and 
the distribution is handled by the 
denizens of the Switchboard and Typing 
Pool. We reserve the right to deny 
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Art Is Big Business (O:mtinued from OUT last issue) 
By Ted Kingan 
The Travel Industry 
The travel industry is well aware of 
the dollar value of the arts, for without 
its cultural attractions, this province 
would be in a poor position co compete 
for the tourist trade which, in 1983, 
generated $2.6 billion, making ic one 
of the most productive industries in 
the province. Cities compete not only 
for the tourist trade but also for the 
equally lucrative convention business. 
Delegates and their families can enrich 
a local economy to the tune of many 
thou.sands of dollars within a compar-
atively short period of time. Obviously, 
cities lacking cultural attractions will, 
all things being equal, be at a distinct 
disadvantage when trying to drum-up 
vital convention busines.s and there can 
be few, if any, cities which do not make 
a point of featuring their arts activities 
in their promotional material. 
Vancouver is no exception. 
Vancouver: 
An International City? 
Announcing the formation of the 
Vancouver Partnership for Business 
and the Arts, mayor Mike Harcourt 
said: "Artists are not a charity group. 
They are skilled workers who 
contribute between $50 and $60 
million annually to the city's econ-
omy." Commenting on the new 
initiative, Max Wyman wrote in the 
Province newspaper: "More and bercer 
culcuraJ activities in the city will provide 
a magnet to help attract the skills, 
management expertise, national and 
international business headquarters 
that will, in the next two decades, cum 
Vancouver into a major world centre." 
Interestingly enough, Wyman's 
remarks could have been taken almost 
directly from the promotional 
literature issued by the B.C. govern-
ment's Discovery Foundation, except 
that this literature failed to mention any 
possible role for the arts in the plans 
to market Vancouver as an "interna-
tional city." Since 1979, the 
Foundation has endeavoured to 
promote a new climate of innovation 
and entrepreneurship in the areas of 
advanced technology and international 
trade, in the hope that Vancouver may 
come to be recognized as an appropriate 
location for international businesses, 
especially where the Pacific Rim is 
concerned. le is impossible co think 
of such great international cities and 
centres for world trade and commerce 
as London, Paris and New York 
without associating them with their rich 
culcuraJ traditions and lively artistic 
activities. All major international cities 
are prominent centres of the visual and 
performing arts, a fact which causes one 
to wonder how it will be possible for 
Vancouver to gain an international, 
sophisticated image if cultural 
opportunities do not co-exist with 
business opportunities. 
During his previously mentioned 
address, Max Bede pointed out: 
"Above all, we should have revised the 
image that we're a 'village in the rain 
forest' to a recognition that we're a 
vibrant, cosmopolitan, world-class 
city." 
Typical of advice from the private 
business sector is that given by Melvin 
Fraser of IBM Canada, who says: "A 
community which stimulates and 
challenges the individual is a better 
community and will provide bercer 
customers, bercer employees and a 
bercer business climate than one where 
there is little stimulation. We believe 
that cultural activities are a prime 
source of this stimulation." 
A community which 
stimulates and challenges 
the individual is a better 
community and will 
provide better customers, 
better employees and a 
better business climate 
than one where there is 
little stimulation. - IBM 
Canada. 
In the U.S., David Rockefeller 
stated: "Diminished culrural activity 
can bring economic chaos to a city, 
affecting not only busin= specifi-
cally dependent on tourism, such as 
hotels, restaurants and stores, but on 
all commercial activity." 
Paul Schafer, who has worked 
extensively as an economic consultant 
with Canada's Department of External 
Affairs and with UNESCO, says: 
"Accelerated commercial activity 
provides an important stimulus to the 
arts. 1n return, artistic activity, through 
its ability to create a dynamic setting 
capable of attracting keen and 
competitive minds, provides an 
excellent inducement to business and 
industry in particular and to economic 
development in general." 
That the creative climate and 
dynamic setting mentioned by Schafer 
is capable of attracting keen and 
competitive minds is confirmed by 
research which shows that when 
companies and corporations must 
decide where to locate, many will not 
locate in communities deficient in the 
arts. Availability of the arcs has been 
found to be a significant factor in 
attracting and retaining skilled workers 
and executives. Similar studies have 
shown that graduating students in 
universities cite intellectual stimulation 
and access co the arcs as key determi-
nants when asked where they would 
prefer to live and work. These findings 
are duplicated when working execu-
tives are surveyed. 
As was pointed out by Harry 
Chartrand, ''The tendency to make 
industrial location decisions based on 
a community's amenities has been 
amplified by the shift from traditional 
'smokestack' manufacturing to high-
tech industries. A number of observers 
suggest that in high-tech industries, jobs 
now follow people rather than people 
following jobs. To amact and retain · 
scarce, highly trained wo rkers, 
companies and communitic,s must offer 
an increasingly attractive quality of life, 
which includes the fine arcs." 
To attTact and retain 
scarce, highly trained 
workers, companies and 
communities must offer 
an increasingly attTactive 
quality of life, which 
includes the fine arts. 
If the P. r ~overnment hopes 
through its u~overy Foundation and 
oth,.. " ' )monnnal strategies to amact 
high-tc!\.. . !usme,. :raJing ~ompanies 
and other businesses to Vancouver, it 
is obvious that in addition co creating 
an appropriate climate for investment, 
it must alsu ~reate an equally 
appropriate quality of life if Vancouver 
is to emerge as an international city 
deserving of the name. P:irticularly at 
the management level, in the final 
analysis companies and corporations 
consist of educated individuals who 
demand more from life than a regular 
salary and whose private lives normally . 
include intellectual and cultural 
interests such as are offered by the 
visual and performing arcs. le should 
therefore be discrcssing co members of 
the private business sector that the B.C. 
government's international marketing 
plans for Vancouver do not appear to 
recognize this facr, despite unambigu-
ous messages from prominent 
representatives of the business 
community and others. 
Vancouver and The Arts 
1n addition to the anticipated boost 
to Vancouver's economy from the 
presence of EXPO visitors;Vancouver 
residents are currently spending 
upwards of $60 million a year on 
entertainment, including the live 
theatre, opera and the dance. During 
the 1982-83 fiscal year, Vancouver 
patrons spent $12 million on the 
performing arcs, with about $7 million 
going to local stage productions. T,)tal 
attendance at these performance,:; was 
dose to 1.5 million and, according to 
Max Beck, attendance at all cultural 
events in the city will soar from 2 .6 
million lasr year to 3.9 million in 1988. 
The beneficial effect on the spin-off 
dollars on the local economy can only 
be imagined. 
Vancouver residents are 
currently spending 
upwards of $60 million a 
year on entertainment. 
Chartrand further informs us: "The 
arts embrace a complex network of 
invested capital, including distribution, 
exhibition, performing, production, 
storage and training facilities such as 
libraries, art galleries, audio and video 
· studios, museums, publishers and 
printing facilities, artist-run spaces, film 
and video co-operatives, profossional 
schools and theattes. It is 'gues.stirnaced' 
that Canadian artistic facilities arc: 
worth billions of dollars." As 
Chartrand points out, "British 
Columbia accounted for 10% of 
performing facilities and 9% of 
available seats in Canada in 1981." The 
great majority of these facilities and 
seats are located in Vancouver, which 
Beck describes as "downtown B.C." 
